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KCICN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH RISK STRATIFICATION SCREENING TOOL

The following are intended to present minimum criteria for King County Integrated Care Network (KCICN) services.
The following Behavioral Health Risk Assessment shall be used consistently for all clients entering services to
establish whether KCICN shall be the payor for client’s care. For clients who do not meet the below criteria,
agencies must assist with appropriate linkages to appropriate levels of care.

Functional Criteria for Severe Emotional Disturbance (SED) Determination (Mental Health services only—under age

21)

To meet the functional criteria for SED, a person must have, as a result of a mental health diagnosis, current

dysfunction in at least one of the following five (5) domains, as described below.

Functioning in self-care
Impairment in age-appropriate/developmental age self-care demonstrated by a person’s consistent
inability to take care of ADLs.

Notes:

Functioning in community
Inability to maintain safety without assistance, a consistent lack of age-appropriate/developmental age
behavioral controls, decision making, and/or judgment.

Notes:

Functioning in social relationships
Impairment of social relationships demonstrated by consistent inability to develop and maintain normal
relationships with peers and adults, and/or children.

Notes:

Functioning in the family

Impairment in family function demonstrated by a pattern of significantly disruptive behavior exemplified
by repeated and/or unprovoked violence to siblings and/or parents and/or caretakers, disregard for
safety and welfare of self or others (e.g., fire setting, serious and chronic destructiveness, inability to
conform to reasonable expectations that may result in removal from the family or its equivalent), and/or
child-caregiver and family characteristics do not include developmentally based adaptive patterns that
support social-emotional well-being. For early childhood functioning, individual rarely or minimally seeks
comfort in distress, has limited positive affect and excessive levels of irritability, sadness, or fear, and/or
demonstrates disruptions in feeding and sleeping patterns.

Notes:

Functioning at school/work

Impairment in school/work function demonstrated by individual’s inability to pursue educational goals
in a normal time frame, identification by an IEP team as having an Emotional/Behavioral Disability,
and/or inability to be consistently employed at a self-sustaining level.

Notes:
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Functional Criteria for Serious Mental lliness (SMI) Determination (Mental Health services only—over age 21)

To meet the functional criteria for SMI, a person must have, as a result of a mental health diagnosis, current
dysfunction in at least one of the following four (4) domains, as described below.

Inability to live in an independent or family setting without support
Neglect or disruption of ability to attend to basic needs. Individual demonstrates a need for assistance
in Activities of Daily Living (ADL) and/or assistance accessing appropriate medical or dental care.

Notes:

A risk of serious harm to self or others

Pervasive or imminent danger to self or others. Individual demonstrates assaultive behavior, has been
arrested, incarcerated, hospitalized, or at risk of confinement because of dangerous behavior, is
persistently neglectful or abusive towards others, and/or severe disruption of daily life due to frequent
thoughts of death, suicide, or self-harm, often with behavioral intent and/or plan.

Notes:

Dysfunction in role performance

Frequently disruptive or in trouble at work or at school, requires structured or supervised work or school
setting, performance significantly below expectation for cognitive/developmental level, and/or unable
to work, attend school, or meet other developmentally appropriate responsibilities.

Notes:

Risk of deterioration
Individual’s gains in functioning have not solidified or cannot be maintained without treatment and/or
supports.

Notes:

If a person does not meet the above criteria, but clinician believes the person still meets requirements for
KCICN to act as payor, explain the rationale below:

Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Benefit Criteria (all ages)

An individual’s eligibility for SUD benefits is determined by American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM)
criteria.



